




The stories of Charleston’s neighborhoods are historical narratives that provide an 
important backdrop to individual performances by the city’s historic buildings.  This issue 
of Preservation Progress tells some of these stories, including Lord Anson’s development 
of his Bowling Green Plantation as Charleston’s first suburb; Susan Pringle Frost’s 
saving of Tradd Street as one of the city’s first major private efforts at preservation; 
and the unprecedented first-in-the-nation zoning ordinance passed in 1931 to protect 
“Charleston’s treasure.”

 
In this spirit of “firsts” we reprint at the back of this issue Vol. 1, No. 1 of Preservation 
Progress.  It was but a single page, but it expressed an important truth: “The Society’s 
chief weapon is informed public opinion.  Not biased opinion but informed opinion.” 

That tradition continues with what is now a 32-page publication.  Your support as a member makes it possible not 
only to publish Preservation Progress but to pursue the important preservation mission that it represents.  We hope 
that you will enjoy the stories in this issue, and that you will continue to help sustain our decades-long effort to 
preserve Charleston.
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from the president
Charlestonians love the fall because a 
familiar routine returns.  The heat breaks, 
the water cools, and the days shorten.  
We still get some hot and humid days, 
but everybody knows they will not last.  
School starts.  Hunting seasons arrive.  
Every changing season has its promise, 
but the fall in Charleston is always special.   
At the Preservation Society the fall is 
special because of the return of Annual 
Fall Tours of Homes and Gardens.  

The Fall Tours are the annual life blood of the Society.  The Fall 
Tours are our single most important fundraising event, and they 
showcase the Society’s message and mission by exposing the 
greater community to the importance of preservation.  They 
highlight the depth and breadth of the Society’s support in the 
community as reflected by a large, diverse and reliable cadre 
of hundreds of volunteers, homeowners and supporters.  As a 
practical matter, the Fall Tours keep the Preservation Society in 
the business of preservation.      

Without the ongoing support of private owners there would 
be no Fall Tours.  The gracious people who agree to open their 
private spaces for the benefit of the Society deserve special 
recognition and thanks.  Every year we depend upon their 
recurring support which allows us to offer privileged access to a 
range of properties for people to visit, consider and appreciate.  
This year is no exception and I think all will agree that the Fall 
Tours offer a truly unique opportunity to tour the private spaces 
of one of America’s most spectacular cities. 

Without the tireless energy and commitment of our volunteers, 
the Fall Tours would be impossible.   Behind the skilled leadership 
of the Tour Committee Chairman Glen Gardner and the 
experienced hand of Ginger Scully, the Society’s Director of 
Programs and Operations, our volunteers are coordinated with 
military precision.   Every street has helpful marshals and every 
house has knowledgeable docents.  Back at 147 King Street, the 
Society’s staff makes sure everything functions smoothly. 

I hope you will enjoy this September edition of Preservation 
Progress.  If you want to experience the living charm of Charleston, 
tour private places that are not open to the public, and help the 
Preservation Society of Charleston all at the same time, then 
please join me in supporting the Fall Tours.   Ours is a non-profit 
organization, and we depend on the ongoing and generous 
support of members, donors, volunteers, supporters and friends. 

staff news
In April, Ashton Mullins joined the Preservation 
Society as a Program Manager. Originally from 
Atlanta, Ashton is proud to call Charleston her 
new home and even prouder to be working for 
the Society.  “I feel so fortunate to be a part of such 
an incredible organization.  I am constantly inspired 
by my coworkers,” she says of her new position. 
Ashton came to the Society after graduating from 
the University of Georgia with a Master of Historic 
Preservation. She had also served as the Society’s 
2009 Hundley Intern. As a Program Manager, her 
responsibilities include coordinating membership, 
special events and assisting with the annual Fall 
Tours of Homes and Gardens.  “I am most excited 
for the Fall Tours to 
begin!” she says. “From 
the volunteers to the 
homeowners to the 
shop owners who put 
our poster in their 
windows, watching 
the whole community 
come together for our 
tours is an amazing 
experience.”
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Today, the wharves along the 
Cooper River east of East 
Bay Street are reminders of 
the vital role the shipping 

industry has played in Charleston’s 
economic, mercantile, and architectural 
history since the city’s beginning. 

North and South Adger’s Wharves, 
located across from East Bay and Tradd 
Streets, like many of the other wharves 
along the Cooper, were originally low 
water lots, situated on land accessible 
only during low tide.  First owned by 
Robert Tradd who resided across the 
street from the property, the lot was 
bequeathed to Jacob Motte upon his 
death in 1731.  A prominent merchant 
and  former  Public  Treasurer  of South 

Carolina, Motte was the first to develop 
the lot, building a large wharf with 
man-made infill that became known as 
“Motte’s Wharf ” or “Motte’s Bridge.”

Just north of Motte’s Wharf, 
“Greenwood’s Wharf ” was acquired by 
William Greenwood, a British merchant, 
in the mid-eighteenth century.  By 
the end of the 1700s, the north and 
south wharves were purchased by 
William Crafts, another merchant. The 
lots became known as “Crafts’ North 
Wharf ” and “Crafts’ South Wharf.”  In 
1822 they were owned by the estate 
of Nathaniel Russell.  Arthur Middleton
bought the wharves shortly thereafter.  
In 1835, the wharves were partially sold 

off to James Hamilton, Jr., a businessman 
and congressman at which time the 
wharves became “Hamilton and Co.’s 
Wharf ” and “Middleton and Hamilton’s 
Wharf.”

It was not until the 1840s that the 
wharves were acquired by James Adger, 
a shipping tycoon. During Adger’s 
ownership, the wharves served the first 
steamship line between Charleston and 
New York, an enterprise which made 
Adger very rich. From these wharves, 
Adger’s steamship lines provided weekly 
passenger transport up the east coast.  
Unfortunately for Adger, one his best 
ships was in New York when the Civil 
War broke out.  Named for its owner, 
the James Adger was commandeered 
by the United States Navy.

Throughout the nineteenth century, 
brick commercial structures were 
erected along the wharves to house 
offices and warehouses for shipping 
operations.  As indicated by the 1884 
and 1888 Sanborn fire insurance maps, 
the buildings at North Adger’s Wharf 
were used for cotton warehouses 
and brokers’ offices.  As the shipping 
industry changed in the early twentieth 
century, port operations migrated 
further north on the peninsula, and the 
buildings at North and South Adger’s 
Wharf were abandoned for a time.  

By the 1940s the buildings were once 
again in use.  In 1942, the Port Utilities 
Commission was operating at the 
site.  Later in the same decade, the 
buildings were adapted for commercial 
and residential use.  Today, One North 
Adger’s Wharf retains its original two-
story brick fabric and warehouse 
openings, infilled with contemporary 
windows and doors. 

Katherine M. Schultheis is the Finance and 
Board Relations Manager at the Preservation 
Society of Charleston. 

on the mark

By Katherine M. Schultheis 
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UPDATE
MAGNOLIA CEMETERY 
RECEIVING TOMB 
The Society has contracted with 
Charleston engineering firm 4SE to 
conduct a physical assessment of the 
structure and prepare plans for its re-
pair.  Johanna Sztokman, a senior at the 
College of Charleston, will work as an 
intern for the Society to assist with this 
effort. Planning is also underway for a 
special architectural bicycle tour of the 
Cemetery.
 

ROSE LANE 
BELGIAN BLOCKS 
The Wine Walk held in the early sum-
mer raised funds toward an internship 
which will involve research into how 
other communities have preserved and 
restored Belgian block roadways and 
the history of Belgian block roadways in 
Charleston, which will guide efforts to 
save Rose Lane and other historic Bel-
gian block streets. A Belgian Block Walk 
is being planned for early winter that 
will highlight both the history of the 
old Cooper River waterfront as well 
as adaptive use of historic structures in 
that area as pubs and restaurants.

CIVIL RIGHTS SITES 
Diversity Program Intern Aurora Har-
ris has been organizing the Charleston 
African-American Preservation Alliance 
as part of the Society’s effort to reach 
out to diverse constituencies.  CAAPA 
participants have been working to iden-
tify five sites which will receive historic 
markers in the spring of 2012.

JACKSON STREET 
COTTAGES 
Architects with the Young Preserva-
tion Professionals group in Charleston 
will be engaged to design adaptive use 
plans for the four historic cottages on 
Jackson Street.  A Preservation Society 
intern will prepare a National Register 
nomination for the four properties this 
winter. An Upper Peninsula Charleston 
Cottage Tour is being considered for 
May.

CROSSTOWN HOUSES 
 The Society is working with the Charles-
ton Housing Authority to create a ma-
jor revolving loan program focused on 
Charleston’s Gateways, namely High-
way 17, Meeting, Cannon and Spring 
Streets.  The Charleston Gateway Loan 
Fund will support efforts to rehabili-
tate historic at-risk properties such as 
those at the Highway 17/King Street 
exit ramp.  

QUARTERS “A”
The Society is planning a February 
membership oyster roast at the Of-
ficers Quarters Historic District in 
North Charleston to raise funds for ef-
forts to document the history of Quar-
ters “A” and provide historic interpre-
tive signage for various structures in the 
district.  The owners of the property 
are undertaking a stabilization plan for 
the building. 

NEW TABERNACLE 
FOURTH BAPTIST CHURCH  
This church will be featured on our 
Charlotte Street Tour as part of our Fall 
Tour of Homes and Gardens.  It is also 
the site of one of three concerts be-
ing held in conjunction with the MOJA 
Festival (see page 14 for more details).  
The Society will undertake a feasibility 
study for the creation of a Holy City 
Fund that would be used to support 
major preservation projects at down-
town churches.  A volunteer of the 
Master Preservationist Program is cur-
rently documenting historic peninsular 
church cornerstones and plaques. 

 

2011 SEVEN TO SAVE

The Cigar Factory on East Bay Street has 
been identified as a potential site for a Civil 
Rights historic marker. 

The National Trust’s Tanya Bowers facilitated the first meeting of the Society’s 
African-American Preservation Alliance in August. 

A February oyster 
roast will bring 
attention to 
Quarters “A”. 

Society Intern Johanna Sztockman at work in Magnolia Cemetery. 

Please consider making a special contribu-
tion to our 2011 Seven to Save Fund, using 
the envelope enclosed in this issue. 
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Tour homes and gardens in Harleston Village on 
Saturday, September 24th from 2-5 p.m. and on 

Saturday, October 22nd from 2-5 p.m.

One of Charleston’s greatest losses during the 
twentieth century, in terms of historic and ar-
chitectural significance, was the Christopher 
Gustavus Memminger House at 150 Wentworth 

Street, in Harleston Village. The home of the Confederate 
Treasurer was demolished in 1956 for the construction of a 
funeral home, which in turn now faces an uncertain fate. The 
lot, fronting 224 feet on Wentworth and 195 feet on Smith 
Street, is attractive to developers. 

Memminger (1803-1888) was born in the German Duchy 
of Württemberg. Orphaned at an early age, he was ad-
opted by Governor Thomas Bennett. Memminger became 
an attorney, and like his mentor, dedicated himself to pub-
lic service. He and his foster brother, Washington Jefferson 
Bennett, founded the Charleston public school system, and 
Memminger Normal School was named for him. He was a 
State Representative for nearly 30 years. He was a political 
moderate, but signed the Ordinance of Secession and wrote 
the Declaration of the Immediate Causes, which explained 
South Carolina’s action. He served as Confederate Secretary 
of the Treasury, 1861-64. After the war, he helped establish 
the phosphate industry that was the economic salvation of 
postbellum Charleston, and was president of the Spartan-
burg and Asheville Railroad. He died at his summer home 

in Flat Rock, North Carolina (known as “Little Charleston in 
the Mountains”), and was buried there.

The home that Memminger built at Wentworth and Smith 
streets, sometime after his marriage in 1832, was one of 
Charleston’s more unusual Greek Revival residences. The 
house grew in stages, with the largest and newest portion 
built southward toward Wentworth Street, where a double 
tier of Doric piazzas ran across the façade. The front door, 
with its prominent Greek Revival surround, faced Smith 
Street, providing an alternate address. Another Greek Reviv-
al doorway opened to the tree-shaded garden to the west. 
Graced with fine decorative plaster work, the spacious in-
terior hosted receptions for many important visitors to the 
city. The house remained in the family until 1936. 

Troubles followed. The property was bought in 1937 by a fu-
neral business. Neighbors objected to their use of the prop-
erty, and the city denied a permit. But funerals continued to 
be held, prompting neighbors to file suit. The case eventu-
ally went to the South Carolina Supreme Court which ruled 
against the business in 1943.  

Another challenge came in 1948, when a developer wanted 
to erect a 14-story building with apartments, offices and re-
tail stores on the lot. The proposal generated such public op-
position, led by the Society, that the applicant withdrew and 
found another site for the new building, which was named 
the Sergeant Jasper. The 14-story Sergeant Jasper was built 
on Broad Street as Lockwood Boulevard did not yet exist.

The City finally approved rezoning of the lot in 1956. The 
Memminger House was demolished without public review, 
as the Board of Architectural Review had no jurisdiction in 
the neighborhood until the zoning ordinance was amended 
in 1966. Only Memminger’s one-story wooden stable, the 
brick wall along three sides of the property, and sections of 
the cast-iron fence on Wentworth Street remain. The funeral 
home, built in 1959-60, was designed by the late Augustus 
Constantine, and is a creditable example of his traditionalist 
architecture. 

Controversy arose again in 2007, when a 17-unit condomin-
ium development was proposed for the site. The B.A.R. ap-
proved demolition of the funeral home. However, the proj-

ect apparently was affected by the economic downturn, and 
the abandoned building still sits in its neglected landscape.

Robert Stockton is a consultant in architectural and historical research, 
and an adjunct professor of history at the College of Charleston spe-
cializing in Charleston architecture and history.

  By Robert P. Stockton

View of the Sergeant Jasper
 from Colonial Lake. 

The present building was designed by Augustus Constantine in 1958 and cpmpleted in 1960. The Memminger House as it appeared in the original  This is Charleston (1944). 

Demolition in progress. 27






